
 

 

• Lisa Billy (Citizen of Chickasaw Nation) 

• The Honorable Lisa Billy is known for her tenacity and uncompromising loyalty to her 

Chickasaw Nation.  During her time at the Oklahoma House of Representatives she founded the 

Indian Caucus that brought fellow Native Americans together in bi-partisan efforts for Native 

American affairs in Oklahoma.  She rose through her party ranks to be Deputy Majority Whip.  

Until recently, she served as the Oklahoma Secretary of Native American Affairs, and 

throughout her career in Oklahoma politics, she has served numerous terms as a Legislator for 

the Chickasaw Nation.  

• Border: 

• Chickasaw Nation Blue 

• Milestones: 

• Chickasaw Nation Seal—Tushka/Warrior 

• House Bill 1031  

• Recognizes the Choctaw & Chickasaw Code Talkers and their descendants.  Lisa Billy and 

Nuchi Nashoba are not only best friends but allies, and worked together to see the 

recognition of the first Code Talkers in World War I who were Choctaw and Chickasaw 

citizens.   

• Moccasin  

• Wedding gift from Mother-in-Law.  Both the Billy (Choctaw) and Jackson (Chickasaw) 

families are synonymous with traditional living; from them have come artists and 

politicians. 

• House Bill 2921  

• Allowing Tribal Languages to be qualified as an Indigenous Language and equally 

accredited as a foreign language.  

• Defined language instructor accreditation.  

• Oklahoma House of Representatives Seal  

 

 

• Janie Dillard (Citizen of Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma) 

• Janie Dillard is synonymous with drive, decisiveness, and uncompromising dedication to the 

advancement of Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, and also her shoes.  Her career in the Gaming 

Industry started nearly 30 years ago in the Idabel Bingo Hall making popcorn, and upon taking 

the Senior Executive Officer position over Choctaw Nation Commerce she was the CEO of 

Choctaw Casinos.  She is regarded as one of the best in the casino business.  Consider this, in 

such a short time she went from making popcorn to a leader of the 4th largest gaming market in 

the world.  To say Janie Dillard is to say Choctaw Economic Development. 

• Border: 

• Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Purple 

• Milestones: 

• Choctaw Nation Casinos Logo 

• 1994 Choctaw Nation and State of Oklahoma Gaming Compact  

• Note that in one business career, Choctaws Casinos have grown from bingo halls to the 

world’s largest casino. 

• Power Shoe  

• Tushka Ohoyo—Warrioress of Gaming 

• Based upon a Southeastern gorget design, but altered with her holding a poker chip to 

signify the victory of Tribal Government gaming.   



 

 

• Popcorn 

• Started her Choctaw Casino career at the Idabel Bingo Hall making popcorn. 

 

 

• Reverend Dr. Cannon Carol Hampton (Citizen of Caddo Nation) 

• Cannon Hampton has tirelessly pushed for acknowledgement and reconciliation between Native 

Americans and the Episcopal Church.  Her efforts have taken her internationally for the 

advancement of indigenous peoples and faith.  As Caddo Matriarch she has imbued her roles of 

academic and clergy.  

• Border: 

• Based upon her traditional Caddoan Dush-toh (headdress train).  

• Milestones: 

• Caddoan Symbol of the Creator Spirit and now interpreted as the Holy Spirit. 

• Eucharist/Communion 

• [Mocassin]  

• Dean David Pendleton Oakerhater Chapel  

• Cannon Hampton championed the acknowledgement of the troubled American past 

treatment of Native Americans by the Episcopal Church.  As demonstration of this effort, 

the Saint Paul Cathedral (Oklahoma City) dedicated the Oakerhater Chapel in honor to a 

former Cheyenne warrior, Prisoner of War, and Deacon serving the Indian Territory and 

Oklahoma between 1881 and 1931.  At the dedication, the Very Reverend George Black, 

stated "We write into our cathedral walls a new history. In doing so we raise up a new love 

story in the midst of many old stories of abuse and disrespect suffered by American 

Indians.”  

• Based on original glasswork by Preston Singletary. 

• Episcopal interpretation of the Native American Medicine Wheel for the 4 Directions. 

 

 

• Justice Yvonne Kauger (Citizen of Colony, Oklahoma) 

• To address contemporary Oklahoma and Indian Nations is not possible without including her.  

Her family’s history with Indian Country, and the Cheyenne in particular, is a testament to what 

Oklahoma should be.  Her grandmother passed away giving birth to her father, who two local 

Cheyenne women fed and nourished.  He grew up as part of the Yellowman and Hart families, 

embracing a traditional honor-debt, which his descendants have maintained.  It is from this 

genuine space that Justice Kauger has endeavored to champion Indian Country. 

• Border: 

• Red. 

• Milestones: 

• Sovereignty Symposium  

• Justice Kauger was charged by Justice Doolin to establish an American Indian Law between 

the emerging Tribal Nations and the Oklahoma Judiciary. 

• It is the preeminent of its kind.  Sovereignty Symposium has been a success for a few 

reasons: it is subject to the Judicial Canon, thereby ensuring its impartiality, it is a place for 

long-term dialogue, it is respectful, it allows for visionary discourse. 

• 34 years ago panels with a then Lt. Governor Bill Anoatubby asked if Indian Bingo was 

possible—10 years ago he built the largest casino in the world. 

• Oklahoma Judicial Center  



 

 

• After 35 years, 169 meetings, and 169 plates of her legendary cookies, Justice Kauger led 

the consolidation of the Oklahoma Judiciary into one center and separate from the 

Legislature and Executive Branches. 

• Power Shoe 

• Nursing Lab Technician  

• As a Nursing Lab Technician, she was able to attend the Oklahoma City University Law 

Night School. 

• Red Earth Festival & Powwow  

• Co-Founder of Oklahoma City Red Earth Festival & Powwow. 

 

 

• Sheila Morago (Member of Gila River Tribal Community) 

• Sheila Morago has been in the vanguard of Indian Gaming; starting with Gila River’s first 

casino, the development of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, and the executive directorships 

of the Arizona and Oklahoma Indian Gaming Associations.  She came to Oklahoma 8 years 

before the 2020 Oklahoma Gaming Compact Renewal.  Why?  Being a member of the Gila 

River Tribal Community she had no dog in the impending Oklahoma fight—so neutral.  But 8 

years meant that she would be accepted as one of us—so the 9th year she could be positioned to 

help push through the Compact Renewal, which it was. 

• Border: 

• Gila River Tribal Community Blue for Water. 

• Milestones: 

• Tushka Ohoyo—Warrioress of Gaming 

• Based upon a Southeastern gorget design, but altered with her holding a poker chip to 

signify the victory of Tribal Government gaming.  I chose it too to acknowledge that whilst 

in Oklahoma my family has adopted her and she is quite the sister. 

• State of Oklahoma 2020 Renewal of Indian Gaming Compacts—Victory 

• OKC Stiletto  

• When she arrived in Oklahoma City, I was asked to help her with introductions.  Having met 

her only once before, I contrived to know whom I was ‘stuck’…hehehe.  The first event was 

a fundraiser and upon entry she saw this pair of stilettos: “Mine”.  I knew she was going to 

be fun. 

• State of Arizona Proposition 202—Victory 

• Pima Designs—Basketry & Man in the Maze  

• Gila River Tribal Community is part of the greater Pima people.  They are known for their 

basketry and a necessary obsession with water, as they are a desert people; hence, the 

merging of the blue/water.  They are also synonymous with the ‘Man in the Maze’ 

symbolizing the birth, life, death, and after-life of humans. 

 

 

• Nuchi Nashoba (Citizen of Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma) 

• In 1989, the Minister of Defense of the Republic of France came to Oklahoma to bestow 

Knighthoods to the original five Code Talkers, each of whom were deceased citizens of the 

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma.   As defined by their security oath, they had taken to their graves 

the secrets of their service.  This was the first that their descendants knew of the extent of their 

contribution, and a decision was made to see their efforts acknowledged by the United States.  

An association of descendants was formed with Nuchi Nashoba leader.  She lobbied Congress 

for years, and when legislation was drafted she insisted that it be kept open for other Native 



 

 

American Tribes to join; so that they would not have to go through what we did.  And it is for 

this particular point that I have selected Nuchi Nashoba: in so doing, she created what in effect 

was the first Inter-Tribal Warrior Society of Descendants. 

• Border: 

• Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Purple 

• Milestones: 

• Congressional Choctaw Code Talker Medal Side—Code Talker 

• Texas 36th Army National Guard Division  

• Choctaw Citizens enlisted into the 36th and served in France where they used the Choctaw 

Language and two codes to protect communication.  

• Work Boot  

• Chevalier de L’Ordre de Mérite Combattant de La Cinqueme République (Knight of the Order 

of Merit Combatant of the Fifth Republic) 

• Congressional Choctaw Code Talker Medal Side—Choctaw Seal  

 

 

• Tara Katuk Mac Lean Sweeney (Member of Native Village of Barrow Traditional Iñupiat 

Government and the Iñupiat Community of the Arctic Slope, and shareholder in the Arctic Slope 

Regional Corporation) 

• Tara Sweeney has spent her life like her mother: representing her village.  Being the head of the 

Bureau of Indian Affairs is a difficult affair at any time, but coming from Alaska only adds to 

her task.  Alaska Native Corporations and Indian Nations in the Lower 48 do not share much in 

common, be that legally, culturally, or structurally; and the distance remains a real barrier.  

Oklahoman Indian Nations, especially, do not know the cultural solidity that is the birthright of 

her people, whom have inhabited the same space for over 10,000 years.  She is an excellent 

bridge-maker. 

• Border: 

• Horizon view from Utqiagvik to the sea on a clear day in winter: blue sky and ice. 

• Milestones: 

• Operation Lady Justice 

• Upon appointment as the Assistant Secretary Indian Affairs for the U.S. Department of the 

Interior, an immediate call to action was addressing violence against Native American 

women.  Because of on/off reservation multi-jurisdictional problems, the solution was is the 

largest multi-agency law enforcement initiative in Indian Affairs history.   

• Arctic Slope Regional Corporation 

• Alaska Native Americans have a very different experience with the United States than those 

of us in Oklahoma.  In the case of Tara Sweeney, her village was not removed and so has 

been in place for more than 10,000 years.  Their federal recognition is very different too, 

and structured as Alaska Native Corporations with members as shareholders.  She worked 

for her Arctic Slope Regional Corporation and is known for mentoring. 

• Mukluk 

• Whale Bone Mound 

• Near her village of Utqiagvik, Alaska is ancient remains of earthen homes and community 

made visible by sea and land with arches of enormous whale bones.  

• Utqiagvik Clan Design  
 

 
 


